
  

  

Sun 10 10:00 am Service of Holy Communion 

Mon 11 Pastor Barbara’s  Sabbath 
4:45 - 5:45 pm Parish Hall rental 
5 -6:30 pm Conference Room 
6:30 - 9 pm Parish Hall rental 

Tues 12 4:30 - 5:30 pm Parish Hall rental 
7:00 - 8:30 pm Conference Room 

Wed 13 Pastor Barbara away March 13-18 
7-10 pm Classroom rental 

Thurs 14 4:45 - 5:45 pm Parish Hall rental 
7-9 pm Choir Rehearsal 

Fri 15  

Sat 16  

Sun 17 10:00 am Service of the Word 
Worship Music Team 

THIS WEEK AT ASCENSION 

We remember two families from our faith community today and in the coming week:  

•   Arnold & Anita Wedman 

•   Warren, Cecile & Josh Weikum 
 

From the Anglican (ACC) and Lutheran (ELCIC) Cycle of Prayer: 
 

• ELCIC  The dean, council, and congregations of the Northern Area of the Eastern 

Synod  

• ACC  Archbishop Ron Cutler, people, and clergy of the Diocese of Nova Scotia 

and Prince Edward Island        

For: 

• Bishop Greg Mohr of the BC Synod, and for the synod staff, rostered ministers and 
people 

• Rev. Kevin Powell, Dean, and the Southwestern Area Leadership Team, rostered 
ministers and people 

• our Synod Campus Ministries and especially for Rev. Craig Wentland, Chaplain for 
University of Alberta, Augustana Campus  

• Spiritual Directors, especially Diaconal Minister Faith Nostbakken and Rev. Ron 
Flamand 

• Saron Lutheran, Clive, and Lakeland Lutheran, Cold Lake 

• the members of the Lutheran Deaconess Community  

• the pastors and people of the Lutheran Churches of South Africa 

• The Right Rev. Fraser Lawton, Anglican bishop of Athabasca, and the staff, 
priests, and people of the Anglican Diocese of Athabasca 

• the officers and people of the Salvation Army of Canada   



  

  

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
 
Maureen Buchanan-Chell  March 17 

Follow us on twitter! As part of morning prayer, we are 
tweeting the entire Bible: 1 chapter a day, 4 days a week, 
140 characters or less. Watch for our tweets in upcoming 

weeks! @bgroote #AscensionYEG #BibleTweets  
 
#BibleTweets - Week 9 
 
Ez 35: today God condemns Edom.  
Ez 36: God promises the mountains of Israel peace+restoration. and a 
homecoming to the people.  
Ez 37: God's promise: the dry bones of the ppl of Isr and Judah shall live, 
both kingdoms shall be reunited.  
Ez 38: Ezzy prophesies: God's victory over threatening forces surrounding 
Israel, revelation of God's holiness among the nations.  
 
Need more context for the day’s #BibleTweets? The corresponding 
chapter of the Bible holds the answers - check it out! 

Word on Worship 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Jesus taught the disciples the Lord’s Prayer that we still pray today in 
the Christian Church worldwide. It is based on Matthew 6: 9-13 and Luke 
11: 2-4. The doxology (Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven) was added later. 
The words of the Lord’s Prayer sum up the basics of our life: praising 
God’s holiness, praying for God’s reign, and asking for daily support and 
providence, and for the forgiveness of sins. 

TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE: 
Would you like a ride to church? Do you know someone who could use a 
ride to church? If you do, please let us know and we will do our best to 
match our finest Sunday drivers with riders. Please contact the church  
office or talk to a church council member.   

Martin Luther was a Campus Pastor 
At the annual Lutheran Campus Ministry Banquet, Rev. Dr. Gordon Jen-
sen will have a presentation called “Martin Luther was a Campus Pastor”. 
The banquet will be held on Saturday, March 16th, at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 10014 - 81 Ave. Reception: 5:30 pm; Dinner: 6:00 pm 
 
Dinner is free, but donations will be accepted. Please RSVP by March 11th 
to rfreimer@ualberta.ca or call (780) 492-4513.  



  

  

Lent at Ascension: 
 
March 10, 7PM  Taize Lenten Prayer 
musical, meditative prayer, scripture readings, and silence   
St Thomas D'Aquin, 8410 89 Street 
 
March 13 - April 10, 7PM Midweek Lenten Services 
come and join weekly prayers 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 10014 81 Avenue 
 
March 31, 10AM   Healing Service and Pick a Hymn Sunday 
during this service the laying on of hands and anointing is offered. 
 
For early risers who can make it: Iris and I are meeting at 8:30AM for 
Morning Prayer from Tuesday to Thursday. Please, come and join us. 
 
For the season of Lent prayer stations are set up that you are welcome 
to use at any time – not just on Sundays.  

Bishop’s Message - March 2019 

Dear Beloved of God –  

On the western slope of the Mount of Olives, just across the Kidron Valley 
from Jerusalem, sits a small chapel, Dominus Flevit, from the Latin:    
Dominus – “the Lord”; Flevit – “wept.” The name of the chapel comes 
from Luke’s Gospel, which contains not one but two accounts (13:31f; 
19:41f) of Jesus weeping over Jerusalem. According to tradition, it was 
here, that Jesus wept over the city.  

Inside the chapel, the altar is centered before a high arched window that 
looks out over the city of Jerusalem. Iron grillwork divides the view into 
sections, so that on a sunny day the effect is that of a stained-glass     
window except that what you see through the window is not colored 
glass, not an artist’s rendering of the holy city, but the city itself, with 
the Dome of the Rock in the bottom left corner and the Church of the  
Holy Sepulcher in the center (https://www.seetheholyland.net/church-of
-dominus-flevit/).  

Down below, on the front of the altar, is a picture, a mosaic medallion of 
a white hen with a golden halo around her head. Her red comb resembles 
a crown, and her wings are spread wide to shelter the pale, yellow chicks 
that crowd around her feet. There are seven of them, with black dots for 
eyes and orange dots for beaks. They look happy to be there. The hen 
looks ready to spit fire if anyone comes near her babies.  

And around the edge of the medallion is a Latin text written in red: 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children     
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not  
willing!”  



  

  

The last phrase of this text is set outside of the circle, in a pool of red  
underneath the chicks’ feet: you were not willing. Jesus’ words of lament: 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem…;” of yearning: “How often have I desired to   
gather your children…;” of rejection: “And you were not willing.” 
Lament, yearning, rejection – for the city of Jerusalem, which Jesus sees 
across the valley, is a city like a chicken coop filled with pale, yellow 
chicks and at least one fox – Herod.  
Jesus weeps over the city seeing that some of the chicks have taken to 
following the fox around. Others are huddled out in the open where     
anything with claws can get to them: helpless, unsafe, unprotected. 
And Jesus, standing on the hillside, looking across the valley weeping, is 
like a white hen with a golden halo around her head who is clucking for all 
she is worth. Most of the chicks cannot hear her, and the ones that do 
make no response or ignore her clucking call.  
Raised on the farm in the days when chickens often roamed freely around 
the chicken coop I have seen how a mother hen gathers her brood in    
protection if it began to rain or if the rooster was let loose or if it was 
dusk and time to settle down for the night or if the dog came to close. The 
hen’s wings were large and seemed to expand to cover a surprisingly large 
number of chicks. The hen would simply cluck and somehow the chicks 
would know to gather under her wings. And not once did I see a chick   
ignore the hen. 
But here, Jesus laments because the brood is unwilling to be gathered. 
This hen clucks and raises her wings but they do not come, they do not 
gather. And Jesus weeps.  
The depth of his love, his lament, is profound – beyond words. Wings 
spread, breast exposed, he stands open in the most vulnerable posture in 
the world. Vulnerable to the dangerous, fearful, deathly work of this fox 
in the chicken coop, for if the fox wants them the fox will have to kill the 
hen first. 
Which the fox does, as it turns out. He slides up on her one night in the 
yard while all the babies are asleep. When her cry wakens them, they 
scatter. She dies the next day where both fox and chicks can see her – 
wings spread, breast exposed. 
In a few short days, in Jerusalem, this lament, this weeping will echo 
throughout the city and throughout all time. The compassion of God will 
be exposed for the entire world to see. For in Jerusalem, Jesus, like a 
mother hen spreading her wings to gather and protect her chicks, will 
spread his arms on the cross, spread them wide enough to embrace the 
world, spread them wide enough to embrace us for all time. 
May you be sustained in your Lenten journey knowing this expansive,    
loving embrace. 
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, 
 +Bishop Larry Kochendorfer   


